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‘And the LORD hath avouched thee
this day to be his peculiar people,
as he hath promised thee,
and that thou shouldest
keep all his commandments;’

Deuteronomy ch.26 v.18



WILL BRITAIN
SELF-DESTRUCT ?

by Paul Boyd-Lee

How Long will it be to the Second Coming ?

There are two components that need to come into place for this to
happen. Each has a ‘start’ and a ‘cut off ’ point. They run along together,
not on separate tracks but one within the other.

1. Individuals of every race and the
2. Nations as a whole.
Individuals
¢ Start Point

‘But when they persecute you in this city, flee ye into another: for
verily | say unto you, Ye shall not have gone over the cities of
Israel, till the Son of man be come.’

Matthew ch.10 v.23

This was an instruction to the disciples, all of whom were Israelites,
and earlier in the same chapter Jesus said to them:

‘But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel’.
Matthew ch.10 v.6

Thus there is a task to complete and Israelites are very much part
of the plan.
e Cut off point

‘And except that the Lord had shortened those days, no flesh
should be saved: but for the elect's sake, whom he hath chosen,
he hath shortened the days.’

Mark ch.13 v.20

Nations
e Start Point
The separation of God fearing people, from the ungodly.
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‘... Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of
her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. For her sins
.ha_lvel .reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her
iniquities. Revelation ch.18 vv 4-5
e Cut off point
‘Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, ... For | will gather all
nations against Jerusalem to battle; ...Then shall the LORD go
forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the

day of battle. Zechariah ch.14 w 1-3
Timing of these events

Can we be certain of the year or even the decade that this will
happen? No, both Gospels and Epistles have many examples where
Jesus and the disciples clearly outline that this will not be so.

‘Verily | say unto you, This generation shall not pass, till all these
things be fulfiled. Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my
words shall not pass away. But of that day and hour knoweth

no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.’
Matthew ch.24 vv 34-36 (see also Mark ch.13 vv 30-33, Acts ch.1 v.7)

But in spite of this, prophecies relating to Christ’s return are coming to
fulfilment. In other words they can be seen as ‘Start Points’.

It might be said that the climax lies somewhere between ‘later than
one predicts’ yet ‘sooner than one may think’. If one considers it to be
imminent then remember, Daniel's calculation of the rebuilding of
Jerusalem revealed that it was not a plain 70 years but double for
Jerusalem’s sins. Again, setting a distant date also has its problems
for when the disciples asked about End Times, Jesus said,

‘And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh

be saved: but for the elect’s sake those days shall be shortened’.
Matthew ch.24 v.22

So the question is, how long exists between the short and long
scenarios? Jesus gave a time factor which the disciple Luke recorded.

‘... This generation shall not pass away, till all be fulfilled.’
Luke ch.21v.32

Possibly then a ‘twilight zone’ exists between the last of that
generation passing and,

‘The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood,
before the great and the terrible day of the LORD come. ... It
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shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the
LORD shall be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem
shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath said, and in the remnant
whom the LORD shall call’.

Joel ch.2 v 31-32

Fulfilment of prophecy often depends upon time cycles being
completed and if this is the case there could still be one more turn of
the wheel - even 40 years - before that ‘Great and Terrible Day’.

Many older people have longed to be able to see that day. Take
heart they shall ! But will they be in their present flesh, unresurrected
bodies or resurrected ones? Beware, it will be a Terrible Day. The
letter to the Ephesians warns,

‘Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may
be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand’.
Ephesians ch.6 v.13

The question is whether it is better to be amongst the quick or the
dead when that day arrives? All Believers will be resurrected so, in
one way we have no fear either way.

The answer to, How Long before the Second Coming Cut Off point
will be reached is found in the following.
‘... then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: ...
they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven
with power and great glory: ... But of that day and hour knoweth
no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.’
Matthew ch.24 vv 30 & 36

Where does Britain, other countries, presently stand in all this?

The answer in a nutshell is; on thin ice! We live in a time of plenty
on the one hand but pestilence, disease, fear and discontent on the
other. People once said that Britain's fear was Communism, Reds
Under the Bed, etc. When the Berlin Wall fell so did the fear of
Communism, why? Many would say because the threat of war was
removed. If that's the answer the honeymoon was short. Another
more subtle reason is because most of its tenets were already
incorporated into our culture. The wall was merely symbolic of former
days when black was black and white was white.

Britain has a problem, what is it and when did it begin? It is suffer-
ing from the same mistake that their forefather Jeroboam made about
3,000 years ago.



When Jeroboam was a lad, prosperity reigned amongst the people
of Israel. They had ‘never had it so good’. The wars were over, peace
was everywhere, agriculture was good, plenty of employment,
communications were good, the Word of the Lord abounded, not least
in the temple of that great City of David, Jerusalem.

But, Solomon, once the man of wisdom in his youth, increasingly
became absorbed in worldly affairs, great building projects, wealth,
women, other religions and so on.

‘And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three

hundred concubines: and his wives turned away his heart.’
1 Kings ch.11v.3

Promiscuous to say the least! His prosperity declined, costs and
taxation escalated and he turned his interest to other Gods,
particularly Ashtoreth the goddess of fertility. Sex, sex & more sex;
sounds familiar doesn’t it. And if that’'s not enough, 1 Kings ch.14
v.24 records,

‘And there were also sodomites in the land: and they did accord-
ing to all the abominations of the nations which the LORD cast
out before the children of Israel’.

At this time God called his prophets to proclaim a warning. Do we
as believers stand in a similar position today - not just to passively
view from our watchtowers but actively proclaim a warning?

In Solomon's day the prophet was Ahijah and he approached
Jeroboam, who by now was a young man. He was an Ephrathite; that
is, an inhabitant of Bethlehem and had been placed over the forced
labour supplied by the tribe of Joseph for building Millo and repairing
breaches in the City of David (see 1 Kings ch.11 v.28).

Ahijah was also a Shilonite (i.e. from Shiloh). Shiloh was just north
of Bethel and here the Ark of the Covenant lodged for some while.
More importantly, it was here that Joshua divided the portions of the
land west of Jordan to the tribes. How apt this was then that the
prophet should stand here and be the one who divided up the
kingdom in symbolic manner by giving 10 strips of a torn garment to
Jeroboam, signifying the 10 tribes he would rule over.

When Solomon hears of the prophecy (in terror?) he seeks to kill
Jeroboam who flees to exile in Egypt. Nevertheless, after Solomon's
death his son Rehoboam succeeds him and takes counsel of younger
men to consider government policy. The advice he receives is to rule
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in a tougher style to his father. However, now Jeroboam has returned
from exile he rallies the people; they cry that famous line,

‘... to your tents, O Israel: now see to thine own house, David. ...".
1 Kings ch.12 v.16 & 2 Chronicles ch.10 v.16

With their help, Jeroboam commences a building programme in
northern Israel, first the city of Shechem, then Penuel. He expanded
and speedily consolidated his territory, establishing both east and
west of Jordan providing a formidable threat to King Rehoboam in the
south. There is striking parallel between Jeroboam and Israel/Britain
today. He was promised great things though at first sight there
appeared to be little going for him. At Jerusalem was the temple,
nearby was the Ark of the Covenant, the glory of the Lord between
the cherubim, levitical priesthood, the throne of David. To the north,
all Jeroboam possessed initially was a rabble of people who had
rebelled against the Lord's anointed of the House of David.

Then Jeroboam made a blunder which not only affected the rest of
his reign but all the monarchs of Israel that followed him. The
suffering lasted 200 years, 930-720 BC and every sovereign that
reigned ‘did evil in the sight of the Lord’. That is quite a record for evil!

Jeroboam was worried whether his subjects would drift back to the
glamour of Jerusalem for it was the cultural and religious centre of the
area, the attraction of the whole known world perhaps. In other words
his blunder was that he didn’t fear what he should have but did fear
what he needn’t have, namely he feared the people more than the
Lord. To prevent the possible defection of his subjects he set up an
idolatrous system of worship like the nations round about. How?

‘... the king took counsel, and made two calves of gold, and said
unto them, It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem: behold
thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.

And he set the one in Bethel, and the other put he in Dan.’
1 Kings ch.12 vv 28-29

The Saga continues in the following verses where he resurrected
the old heresy:

‘... Aaron ... made it a molten calf: and they said, These be thy
gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt’.
Exodus ch.32 v 3-4

In fact he doubled up on Aaron’s sin for he made two calves
instead of one! To make matters worse he might have had a dual
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purpose in setting the golden calves up as it could have been to
appease the Canaanites as well !

We know that the people responded to Jeroboam's invitation for,

‘... this thing became a sin: for people went to worship before the
one, even unto Dan’. .
1 Kings ch.12 v.30

In addition, Jeroboam,

‘... made an house of high places, and made priests of the lowest
of the people, which were not of the sons of Levi. And ...
ordained a feast in the eighth month, on the fifteenth day of the
month, like unto the feast that is in Judah, and he offered upon
the altar. So did he in Bethel, sacrificing unto the calves that he
had made: and he placed in Bethel the priests of the high places
which he had made’. ,

1 Kings ch.12 vv 31-32

* This catalogue of events is appalling and shows a prime
example of where power corrupts and absolute power
absolutely corrupts.

* A change in culture can happen very quickly, within a genera-
tion, even a decade.

God swiftly sent His prophets to decree the end of these things.

‘ ... there came a man of God out of Judah by the word of the
LORD unto Bethel: and Jeroboam stood by the altar to burn
incense. And he cried against the altar in the word of the LORD,
and said, O altar, altar, thus saith the LORD; Behold, a child shall
be born unto the house of David, Josiah by name; and upon thee
shall he offer the priests of the high places that burn incense
upon thee, and men's bones shall be burnt upon thee.

And he gave a sign the same day, saying, This is the sign which
the LORD hath spoken; Behold, the altar shall be rent, and the
ashes that are upon it shall be poured out. And it came to pass,
when king Jeroboam heard the saying of the man of God, which
had cried against the altar in Bethel, that he put forth his hand
from the altar, saying, Lay hold on him. And his hand, which he
put forth against him, dried up, so that he could not pull it in again
to him.

The altar also was rent, and the ashes poured out from the altar,
according to the sign which the man of God had given by the

word of the LORD.’
1 Kings ch.13 w 1-5



This was a true prophecy for it was fulfilled to the letter by the
young King Josiah some 300 years later.

‘Moreover the altar that was at Bethel, and the high place which
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin, had made,
both that altar and the high place he brake down, and burned the
high place, and stamped it small to powder, and burned the
grove. And as Josiah turned himself, he spied the sepulchres that
were there in the mount, and sent, and took the bones out of the
sepulchres, and burned them upon the altar, and polluted it,
according to the word of the LORD which the man of God
proclaimed, who proclaimed these words. 2 Kings ch 23 W 15-16

Moreover,

‘... he brake down the houses of the sodomites, that were by the
house of the LORD, where the women wove hangings for the

grove'. 2 Kings ch.23v.7

Britain Today

Like Jeroboam, this nation today has little faith in God but fears
the people. It has reached the unhappy state where many people
worship everything from the god of forces to the National Lottery. It
flirts with pagan religions, its people who a generation ago scoffed at
the appearance of those living in the jungle, now dress in and wear
similar attire: tattoos, rings, jewellery with other items in their noses,
eyebrows and other unmentionable places. Solomon’s problems
included the worship of Astarte the goddess of sex and fertility. In this
nation today sex abounds to the extent that nothing seems to be
advertised or broadcast unless it appeals to the basest of sexual
instincts. If you want to sell it, include the letters ‘sex’ in the wording,
even if it means splitting the name of a county like Middle-sex.

The depravity in Britain abounds in all the chambers of biblical
Israel and is no different to many parts of the western world, be they
Canada, the United States, Australia or New Zealand. Much of
elsewhere is catching up fast. When idolatry was rife in Palestine prior
to Israel’'s occupation after their forty years in the Wilderness, the
word that went out from God was, ‘exterminate’. Why? Because the
wickedness of the people in Canaan and surrounding lands was so
great that it was leading them to self-destruction anyway.

This nation, this world, is heading for self-destruction and the plea
from God is to turn to him and be saved out of it.
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A Chambers Dichotomy

So Israel-Britain are becoming outrageously wicked, how can God
have mercy on them? History bears witness that every time in the
past when Israel turned their backs on God, He left them to the mercy
of the surrounding nations, at times for hundreds of years. What
grounds have we for thinking it will be any different now? Some say
God will intervene and save Israel, He will pour new life into them, He
will bring them into the Chambers of safety. But will He?

A difference between Israel's former crises and now, is the
dominance of believing the Second Coming is imminent. But beware,
that has been claimed before and how imminent is imminent? One
thing is clear, God has redeemed His people. Secondly and this is
important, God is calling them to a place of safety, rather than putting
them into it. This of course can have two aspects, physical and
spiritual. Either way, it will be up to them to move.

‘... Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her

sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. Revelation ch.18 v.4

‘Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy

doors about thee: hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until

the indignation be overpast. For, behold, the LORD cometh out of

his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: ...’

Isaiah ch.26 vv 20-21

When nations start to respond in this way they can move on to a

covenant relationship with God either directly or through the grafting
in as the Apostle Paul described in Romans ch.11.

‘For this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel
after those days, saith the Lord; | will put my laws into their mind,
and write them in their hearts: and | will be to them a God, and
they shall be to me a people: And they shall not teach every man
his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord:
for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest.’
Hebrews ch.8 vv 10-11
Meanwhile, if the Lord’s return seems a way off, the faithful need
to be sustained, as Moses concluded in his exhortation to Israel.

‘... Set your hearts unto all the words which | testify among you
this day, which ye shall command your children to observe to do,
all the words of this law. For it is not a vain thing for you;
because it is your life: and through this thing ye shall prolong
your days in the land, whither ye go over Jordan to possess it.’

Deuteronomy ch.32 vv 46-47
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