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‘And the LORD hath avouched thee 
this day to be his peculiar people,  

as he hath promised thee,
 and that  thou shouldest 

keep all his commandments;’

 Deuteronomy ch.26 v.18      



THE KINGDOM OF GOD
The Judgments

by David Hay

These are the judicial application of the principles of equity as
stated in the Commandments. They are illustrated in the Statutes in
relation to conditions and cases arising with the increasing
development with complexity of our individual and corporate life. Such
judgments are constantly established in precedent by the duly
appointed judges. When they rest on principle, they usually stand. But
when they contravene the principles of the Commandments and
Statutes they are frequently set aside as unsatisfactory or deficient.
British Common Law is based on the Dooms of King Alfred which,
themselves, are a restatement of God’s Law commencing with a
restatement of the Decalogue (the Ten Commandments).

God’s Law is enshrined in the legal system of the Anglo-Saxon
race but its force today has been sadly diminished and tainted by the
trend towards ‘human rights’. Mostly we do not have ‘rights’ as such
but we do have ‘responsibilities’ and that is the difference in emphasis
of Divine as opposed to human legislation. In its fullest application the
Law would touch national life in all aspects. Since it cares for the
Name of God, decrees for faith, as well as worship it protects the
Sabbath, guards life, the family, property, settles conditions of labour,
commerce and finance, sets rules for agriculture, sanitation and
health as well as demanding internal and international peace.

The Judgments are provided as general statements concerning
the penalties to be applied for wilful disregard of the Commandments
and Statutes. The Judgments are invariably based on the principle of
restitution. A person is presumed innocent until proven guilty and a
minimum of two witnesses are required to testify.

In contemplating some of the specific Judgments, it is appropriate
to consider the penalties attached to the transgressions of the
Commands of the Decalogue.

The First Commandment
Nobody can serve two masters. There can be no divided

allegiance. Jesus Christ summarised this by saying, 
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‘No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one,
and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise
the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon’. Matthew ch.6 v.24

 But whatever man places first or whatever is supreme in his life,
that is the thing to which he renders service. It may be power, glory,
wealth or pleasure. This does not mean that one should not strive to
achieve, be ambitious, have interests or develop one’s talents and
skills. It is the attitude in which one goes about attaining these things
which is important. The question is how can my talents and skills be
used to advance the purpose of God?  

‘God, grant that I shall be guided into those areas which can be
useful in Your service and in the service of my fellow man and
may my particular talents and skills be developed and used for
that purpose and to that end.’

This is what is meant by the following command. 
‘But seek ye first the kingdom [Sovereignty] of God, and his
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.’

Matthew ch.6 v.33

If you prayerfully enquire about your role and work in this world,
then get on with the opportunities which present and make the most
of them - whatever they are or however inconvenient or strange the
circumstances of their execution may appear to be. If this is done with
all conscientiousness, then the facilities and goods required to
accomplish the task will be made available! God guarantees it.

‘If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give
him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a
serpent? Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion?
If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your
children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the
Holy Spirit to them that ask him?’ Luke ch.11 vv 11-13

The gifts may not necessarily conform to our perception of what
we need - there is a large difference between that which we need and
that which we may want and neither is this an excuse for sitting
around waiting for a Divine handout. ‘The Lord will provide’ is often
used as a hand-fluttering, wavering evasion of responsibility.

Very often it is heard, ‘you have to decide the lifestyle you want
and the possessions and position you desire, then you go and get
them’. How can God work with someone who has such a totally
closed and so impervious an attitude? The acquisition of material
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goods has been placed before any commitment to the furthering of
the purpose of God and therefore is in breach of the first Command-
ment. The strange thing is, that if we seek first the Kingdom - that is,
the Sovereignty (in the present context) - of God, we shall achieve
true wealth at His hand regardless.

The Second Commandment
The first and second Commandments are closely linked. If one

places God first in all considerations, then there is little room for the
transfer of allegiance to idols, images or false gods whatever form they
may take. But today within many of our bone fide ‘religions’, generally
regarded as being perfectly acceptable to God, there is ingrained idol
worship which is frequently not recognised because of the subtlety of its
inclusion in the ritual of the various ceremonies. By indulging and
acquiescing to these systems of veneration by even inadvertently using
the devices of idolatry and paganism, one runs the risk of having the
intended direction of one’s worship, at best, rendered null and void, or
at worst, diverted, transferred and received by an entirely unintended
recipient - Satan, the Adversary - the master of counterfeit. 

Jesus taught that we were to approach the Father, through Him,
by the Holy Spirit. In order to achieve personal salvation, we are
required to believe that He is who He said He is, that He died to atone
for our transgressions and by this act completed and fulfilled  the
Ordinances of the Old Covenant. Also, that He rose again as the first
fruits of the dead who shall arise in Christ at the first resurrection. Our
recognition of and belief on this is accomplished by our faith. Anything
which intrudes, claims to add, or by alternative means, accomplishes
these things for us - or in our stead - is likely to defer our worship
away and thus become a spurious mechanism of salvation or an ‘idol’
in its own right. It therefore pays to be critical and to evaluate our
beliefs and mechanisms of worship.
(Editor’s Note: The rest of this article contains concepts that some
readers might question because they are not familiar with them.
Even so, they are urged to consider the truth of their implications in
relation to everyones Christian walk.)

In the West, the Reformation that commenced in the fifteenth
century, was the process by which attention was drawn to the
excesses and false doctrines of Roman Catholicism. This politico-
ecclesiastical system grew from the wreckage of the Imperial Roman
empire, which it superseded, and held sway for over 1250 years until
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its demise at the hands of Napoleon Bonaparte in the late eighteenth
century but it still survives as a great power and retains immense
influence. Its organisation and structure incorporates many traditions
and philosophies which are rooted in paganistic antiquity and which
have been included in this system of apostate Christianity being
invested by a cloak of respectability because of tradition and long
usage. It can be shown that in Romanism is established the very
paganism which prevailed in ancient, literal Babylon and it was the
constant usage of this gigantic system of moral corruption and idolatry
that ultimately led to the judgment, downfall and expulsion of Israel
from her territory in the 6th - 7th centuries BC. Many of the reformed
churches have also accepted some of these devices which have
become engrafted into their liturgy and festivals. This, in the Divine
court of judgment, is not an excuse.

Some examples include Mother and child worship derived from the
days of Semiramis (Ashtaroth, Ashtareth, Astarte), the depraved
Queen of Babylon, wife of Nimrod (himself ‘a mighty hunter before the
Lord’ see Genesis ch.10 v.9. He was a tyrant, ‘who made all the
people rebellious against God’ (see The Jewish Encyclopedia 9:309).
After her husband’s death in about 2,300 BC, she claimed that he was
now the Sun-god (Baal). Subsequently when she sired an illegitimate
son, Tammuz, her power and influence was such that she was able to
establish the belief that he was the supernaturally conceived, reincar-
nated son of Nimrod. She, with her child, was widely worshipped as
Shingmoo (Chinese), Hertha (German), Disa (Scandinavian), Indrani
(Indian), Aphrodite (Greek), Nana (Sumeria), Venus (Roman), Isis
(Egyptian) and Diana (Ephesus). The child was known as Devaki and
Crishna (India), Jupiter (Rome), Deoius (Asia), Horus (Egypt), but
regardless of the names or places, she was the wife of Baal (the
Sun-god), the virgin Queen of Heaven who bore a male child although
she never conceived. The tenets of this cult were based on Ashtaroth
being representative of the productive principle of life and Baal being
representative of the generative principle. The word ‘Asherah’ derives
thence and means something set ‘upright’ or ‘erect’ in the ground and
worshipped. The context of the word in scripture, where it is rendered
‘groves’ (Authorised Version) leaves no other interpretation than that
the ‘Asherah’ were phallic symbols, were worshipped as such and
provided the association and incentive for the extensive sexual license
and immorality of this ‘religion’. The ‘Asherah’ are still seen today in
the form of obelisks, towers and spires associated with or attached to
churches, cathedrals, temples mosques, pagodas and other places of
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worship throughout the world. This was the great sin of the Israelites
who ‘forsook the LORD and served Baal and Ashtaroth’ (see Judges
ch.2 v.13). This is the Satanic counterfeit of the promise of the
Messiah (see Genesis ch.3 v.15) who was to be born of a woman and
who would restitute all things. Today Mother and child worship lingers
on as the cult of Mariolatry in the Roman church.

Christmas
There is no record in scripture about the birth date of Jesus Christ

but a study of the circumstances indicate that this event probably took
place about the beginning of October. The midwinter solstice was, in
fact, the time when all the sun-gods - Osiris, Horus, Hercules,
Bacchus, Adonis, Jupiter, Tammuz, Mithra - celebrated their common
birthday as it was from that date that the sun began to ascend again.
It has been indicated that all these gods are one and the same and
represent the ‘reincarnated’ Nimrod (Baal). The mid-winter solstice
was always celebrated with great feasts, debauchery, license and
drunkeness. In Rome the festival was known as the Saturnalia
(Saturn being another name of Nimrod). The wassailing bowl and the
lighting of candles on Christmas eve had their origin in the festival of
Babylon. The Yule log (the dead stock of Nimrod) burned in the fire,
the Christmas tree appearing the next morning (Nimrod redivivus)
representing the reincarnated god. The sacrificial boar’s head - by
which Nimrod is said to have been slain - a part of the Christmas
offerings of the continental Saxons to the sun to propitiate for the loss
of Adonis. Prominent in the feast of the Saturnalia, still yet a part of
the traditional dishes in England at Christmas are the Beltane (Baal)
celebrations, the Yule cakes, and many other traditional rites and
symbols - all part of the worship and symbolism of ancient Babylon.

Easter
Jesus Christ was sacrificed at the time of the Passover. His

selection and death exactly conformed to the timing of the selection
and sacrifice of the Paschal Lamb and it is then that we should
remember His great work. The name Easter is nothing less than
Astarte (Ishtar, Eostre, Ostera) one of the titles of the goddess of
Spring. Ishtar (pronounced ‘easter’), was another name of the Queen
of heaven (Semiramis). The forty days of Lent preceding was directly
borrowed from the worshippers of the goddess and was held expressly
in commemoration of Adonis or Osiris. Among the pagans this period
seems to have been an indispensable preliminary of the death and
‘resurrection’ of Tammuz. Cross buns were used as offerings in the
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worship of the Queen of heaven at least 1500 years before the
Christian era. Jeremiah takes note of this when he says the following. 

‘The children gather wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, and
the women knead their dough, to make cakes to the queen of
heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto other gods, that
they may provoke me to anger. Do they provoke me to anger?
saith the LORD: do they not provoke themselves to the
confusion of their own faces? Therefore thus saith the Lord
GOD; Behold, mine anger and my fury shall be poured out upon
this place, upon man, and upon beast, and upon the trees of the
field, and upon the fruit of the ground; and it shall burn, and shall
not be quenched.’ Jeremiah ch.7 vv 18-20

 The word translated ‘cake’ means ‘bun’ and they are still marked with
the '+', the mystic ‘tau’ being the original form of the letter ‘T’, the
initial letter of the name Tammuz. To identify it with the sun, the cross
was sometimes joined inside a disc hence the cross on the round
sun-cake, the hot cross bun! Why Easter eggs? The egg was a
sacred symbol among the Babylonians. They believed that an egg of
wonderous size had fallen from heaven into the Euphrates River and
from it had hatched the goddess Astarte. So the egg, plus its
conotations of fertility, came to symbolise Easter. The fish and the
rabbit (hare) were associated with the Spring festival for the same
reason of sexual fecundity. Why the sunrise service at Easter? The
common assumption is that it honours Christ because He rose on
Easter morning just as the sun was coming up. The scripture,
however, says that when Mary Magdalene came to the tomb on that
first day of the week it was dark and the tomb was already empty!
(see John ch.20 v.1). But as part of the celebration of the Spring
festival of Babylon there was a sunrise ritual associated with the
‘resurrection’ of Tammuz as manifest by the regeneration of growth
which occurred at this time of the year. Now, while people do not - at
least wittingly - usually worship the sun in our community it was this
admixture of paganism which was so severely condemned in Israel by
God through the prophet Ezekiel.

‘And he brought me into the inner court of the LORD'S house, and,
behold, at the door of the temple of the LORD, between the porch
and the altar, were about five and twenty men, with their backs
toward the temple of the LORD, and their faces toward the east; and
they worshipped the sun toward the east. Then he said unto me,
Hast thou seen this, O son of man? Is it a light thing to the house of
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Judah that they commit the abominations which they commit here?
for they have filled the land with violence, and have returned to
provoke me to anger: and, lo, they put the branch to their nose.’

Ezekiel ch.8 vv 16-17
The people had mixed sun-worship rites into their worship, it was an
abomination to God. For these reasons Israel went into captivity.
(Editor’s note: In the  Bible’s Authorised version [KJV] the word
‘Easter’ occurs just once and is virtually alone to translate the Greek
[pascha] pasca this way. Elsewhere it always means ‘passover’ and
that is the word other translations use. In truth, the origin of the word
Easter is debateable. These days it is clearly applied to remember
the death and resurrection of Christ. Hence the real use of the word
comes down to the intention of the person using it.)

The Cross
This is probably the most widespread device associated with

Christianity. It may come as a shock to earnest believers to learn that
the cross, as we know it today, was not a part of Christian ceremony,
ritual or symbolism until introduced in the fifth century AD. In the sixth
century, worship of the crucifix image was sanctioned by the Church
of Rome. The cross is seen in the floor plan of their (and many other)
churches and cathedrals. It features in homes, hospitals and schools.
It is worn as necklaces, on amulets and used as a charm.

The sign of the cross is an indispensable part of church ritual and
is worn by the priests and nuns and although the Protestant churches
do not defer to the cross in the manner of the Roman Catholics the
device is, nevertheless, displayed in almost all church buildings. The
cross symbol is very old however, and was, as previously indicated,
derived from the first letter of the name ‘Tammuz’ - the ‘reincarnated’
sun-god - and was honoured as a most sacred symbol, not only by
the Babylonians, but by every ancient people in both hemispheres
long before the Christian era. It therefore has nothing to do with
Christianity but everything to do with paganism and Baal worship
since it was the specific sign of the sun-god. The fact that the cross is
used in a variety of forms (Latin, Celtic, Maltese, Greek, Calvary)
does not alter the fact that it is a device of the greatest antiquity. But
since Christ died on a cross, does that not make it a Christian
symbol? NO! It shows that a cross was an established form of punish-
ment and death - amongst pagans. It was not a Christian symbol
when Christ hung on it and nothing ever changed to make it a
Christian symbol now. In fact, the word ‘cross’ in the scriptures is
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translated from ‘stauros’ (Greek) which means an ‘upright stake’ to
which criminals were nailed. It never means two pieces of wood
placed across one another at any angle - but one piece of timber
alone. So does the evidence suggest that Jesus was put to death
upon an upright stake.? We cannot be sure. On the other hand, the
pagan cross was associated with the rites of the Babylonian mysteries
and Baal worship in all its forms in the ancient world. It is important to
note that the Tabernacle, as established by Moses under the direction
of God, was rectangular in shape, certainly not cruciform.
(Editor’s note: The ‘Cross’ is another word that causes problems for
Bible translators. It is true that elsewhere to scripture it is used to
mean ‘a stake’ but this time, virtually every Bible makes it ‘Cross’’
even in the many passages prior to the crucifixion. Again, to
Christians the meaning clearly refers to their context, not to paganism.
However, a word of warning is that some people who use it, may well
wish to be following Tammuz or other gods.)

The Mitre
In the Babylonian Mysteries, Nimrod was often represented by

various forms one of which was a fish - Oannes or Dagon. Dagon
worship was particularly popular amongst the Philistines and Babyloni-
ans with a major centre at Nineveh. It was represented as half man, half
fish or with the head and mouth of a fish forming a headpiece over the
head of the man/priest with the scaly body and tail falling like a cloak
leaving the hands and feet free. Later, the fish-head mitre was detached
from the fish’s body and used alone to adorn the head of the mediatorial
god. This specially shaped headpiece is a sign of high rank in the
Anglican and Roman churches. Dagon worship was especially hated by
God and it was at the Philistines’ great sacrifice to Dagon that Samson
collapsed the pillars of the building and brought about the deaths of all
those present, including himself (see Judges ch.16 vv 21-30). Also it
was to Nineveh that Jonah was sent by God to preach. He did not want
to go, but caught a ship in the opposite direction. Subsequently, having
been thrown overboard by the terrified sailors during a storm, he was
swallowed by ‘the great fish’ and after three days, discharged on to the
land (see Jonah ch.2 vv 2-10). After this harrowing event Jonah was
quite prepared to carry on with his mission and preached to Nineveh as
commanded. He was heard immediately and the people trusted God
and repented. Jonah’s success may well have had a great deal to do
with the story which undoubtedly preceded him, of his ordeal with the
‘great fish’ - the very object of their pagan worship!
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The celibate priesthood
This doctrine was mandatory for those initiated as priests and

virgins into the higher orders of the Mysteries of Babylon. While
Semiramis the original Chaldean Queen of Heaven was known as the
absolute paragon of impurity she set in place for the higher orders of
devotees the condition of celibacy - alleged to be a life of peculiar and
pre-eminent holiness - which  looks down contemptuously on God’s
holy ordinance of marriage. But instead of priestly celibacy resulting in
purity, the opposite has always been the result. When the worship of
Cybele, the Babylonian goddess was introduced into pagan Rome it
appeared with its celibate clergy. Subsequently, this was appropriated
into the Roman church and its history was disastrous. One quote
suffices, ‘when Pope Paul V mediated the suppression of the licensed
brothels in the ‘Holy City’, the Roman Senate petitioned against his
carrying his design into effect, on the grounds that the existence of
such places was the only means of hindering the priests from
seducing their wives and daughters’. Indeed, the excesses they
committed were such that the Senate felt that they should be expelled
from the Roman Republic. There is no scriptural precedent or require-
ment for priests or ministers in Israel to be celibate but there were
statutes concerning the requirement to be virgin at marriage and also
concerning the status of the woman who was to become the priest’s
wife (see above, Leviticus ch.21 vv 13-14). It may be argued that Paul
preached the doctrine of celibacy. 

‘But I speak this by permission, and not of commandment. For I
would that all men were even as I myself. But every man hath his
proper gift of God, one after this manner, and another after that. I
say therefore to the unmarried and widows, It is good for them if
they abide even as I. But if they cannot contain, let them marry:
for it is better to marry than to burn. And unto the married I
command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife depart from her
husband: But and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be
reconciled to her husband: and let not the husband put away his
wife.’

1 Corinthians ch.7 vv 6-11

This is certainly not a precedent for celibacy, Paul’s own views make
it clear that the instructions about correct marriage regulation comes
from the Lord (i.e. the Law).

This very brief and inadequate number of illustrations gives an
indication of  what must be considered to be transgression of the first
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and particularly the second Commandments. There are many, many
more and the frightening extent of this uncritically accepted intrusion
of paganism into the very core of our lives and worship is the subject
of the book The Two Babylons by Reverend A. Hislop. It is an
extensively researched, scholarly and authoritative work.

The assumption is made today that modern idols are money,
goods, possessions, sport and the like. Perhaps the obsessional
acquisition of these things takes absolute priority in one’s life and
such may be the case. However, there is no denying that a vast
number of the devices, rituals, customs, beliefs and superstitions of
ancient paganism are still insidiously and inseparably entwined in the
very fabric of modern existence. Although they are not necessarily
always practiced in so gross or obvious a manner today as described
in the literature quoted.

God changes not and today is no different in His
requirement that we give undeviated loyalty and purity of
worship to Him. In this respect our ignorance is no excuse
for our continuing national and individual transgression. It
was for contamination by these things that Israel suffered
a time of punishment. 

********
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