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‘And the LORD hath avouched thee
this day to be his peculiar people,
as he hath promised thee,
and that thou shouldest
keep all his commandments;’

Deuteronomy ch.26 v.18
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Robert Morrison was born on 5 January 1782 in Northumberland,
England. His parents were members of their local church, and Robert
was raised learning the Scriptures - by the age of twelve he could
recite the whole of Psalm 119 from memory.

At age fourteen Robert joined his father as a shoemaker. Sadly,
around this time Robert fell into poor company and turned away from
his Christian upbringing. Yet God was still merciful towards him and
brought him under great conviction of sin and turned him to saving
faith in Jesus Christ. It was after this he felt the call to Christian
service and began studying to be a minister.

Robert Morrison joined the London Missionary Society. He prayed
that God would station him in that part of the field where the difficul-
ties are the greatest, and to all human appearances the most
insurmountable. God guided him to serve as a missionary in China.

The London Missionary Society gave Morrison the task of mastering
the Chinese language and commence work on a dictionary along with a
translation of the Scriptures into Chinese. To do this properly, Morrison
would have to travel to China and live among the Chinese people.

On 8 January 1807 he was ordained to this work and on 31
January 1807 he sailed for China.

Robert went to China at a very dangerous time. The Chinese
government was very suspicious of foreigners entering the country
unless it was for trade. Robert was not permitted to speak with the
locals about the Gospel. He spent many hours in his room compiling
his dictionary and conversing with servants to learn more of the
language. To reach the Chinese people, he tried to adapt to the
Chinese culture and lifestyle. He dressed like a Chinese person and
ate Chinese food. He soon discovered this was a mistake as it made
him stand out more rather than fit in!
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During a period when Robert considered leaving China, God
brought the Morton family to Macau. Robert married their daughter
Mary on 20 February 1809 and on the same day was offered a job with
the East India Company. This role enabled him to learn more of the
language and allowed him to travel freely to converse with the
Chinese people.

In 1813 Robert Morrison completed the translation of the entire
New Testament and the Old Testament was published in 1823.
Robert was also involved in printing a Chinese grammar book and a
dictionary to help future missionaries and Christians. Alongside this,
he also helped establish pharmacies to aid the sick and schools to
teach the language and share the Gospel.

On 1 August 1834 at the age of fifty-two Robert Morrison died in
China. Under God, Robert laid the foundation for Bible translation and
missionary work in China.
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How truly this servant of the Lord practised the instruction given to
the disciples by Jesus after His resurrection.
‘And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature.’ Mark ch.16 v.15

‘For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, | have set
thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be
for salvation unto the ends of the earth.’

Acts ch.13 v.47

Likewise, the Apostle Paul took up this theme whilst at Antioch in
Pisidia when admonishing those whom he addressed as ‘Men of Israel’.

‘For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, | have
set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou
shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the earth.
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