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‘And the LORD hath avouched thee
this day to be his peculiar people,
as he hath promised thee,
and that thou shouldest
keep all his commandments;’

Deuteronomy ch.26 v.18



REDEMPTION IN THE
LORD!

PERSONAL AND
NATIONAL

by the late Rev. C.S. McKelvey

The Bible facts of life and death are plainly stated.

‘For the wages of sin is death;’
Romans ch.6 v.23

This is the law, and therefore the person or nation that sins, must pay
the price fixed, which is death.

‘But she that liveth in pleasure is dead while she liveth.’
1 Timothy ch.5 v.6

... the soul that sinneth, it shall die’. Ezekiel ch.18 v.4

The soul has to take responsibility for the sins committed in the flesh
and, therefore, the soul and body must die.

When sin is committed the sinner comes under the condemnation
of sin and has placed himself in bondage. The Lord said,

‘... Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin. And the
servant abideth not in the house for ever: but the Son abideth
ever. If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free

indeed’. John ch.8 v 34-36

It is a fact that when the body dies, the soul lives on.
‘And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the
soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and

body in hell. Matthew ch.10 v.28
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‘For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Romans ch.6 v.23

Therefore, to make a free gift of life, God must pay the price of sin
and satisfy the righteous law.

The free gift was bought when the Lord Jesus Christ by his death
on the Cross paid the price for salvation and redemption. Salvation
begins with faith in Him and climaxes in redemption. Redemption is
buying back, or making free. A pledge has to be redeemed. A slave
could buy his freedom thus redeeming his life from bondage, to
freedom, a soldier can buy his freedom from service, thus his life to
freedom.

Redemption plays an important part all through the Bible.
Abraham was in the principality of darkness and had to be redeemed
or freed to come into covenant relationship with God, but as he would
sin again the price the Lord paid would not be applied.

‘Therefore thus saith the LORD, who redeemed Abraham, ... .
Isaiah ch.29 v.22

This may have been when Abraham killed the animals and birds and
the Lord passed as a lamp between the carcasses (see Genesis
chapter 15).

Jacob had to be redeemed by the Lord after the war with the
Shechemites, and so he said,

The Angel which redeemed me from all evil ... ". Genesis ch.48 v.16

On the night when the first-born of Egypt, both of man and of
cattle were slain, the Lord placed lIsrael under the blood that was
sprinkled on the lintels and the door posts, and so all the first-born,
both of man and cattle belonged to God and had to be redeemed by
the families of Israel.

Israel was redeemed out of the bondage of Egypt. The word
‘redeem’ in Hebrew, means ‘to free by repayment, by avenging’, as
described in Isaiah.

‘For | am the LORD thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour:
| gave Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee.’
Isaiah ch.43 v.3
Thus they became God’s people Israel.

The theme of the Psalmist is a plea to the Lord to redeem His

people, now in a fallen state, once more (Psalms 25 & 26).
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‘Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel; | will help thee,
saith the LORD, and thy redeemer, the Holy One of Israel.’
Isaiah ch.41v.14

‘| have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a
cloud, thy sins: return unto me; for | have redeemed thee.’
Isaiah ch.44 v.22

In eight other places of Isaiah from chapter 40 to the end, this is the
main theme. Jeremiah in chapters 15 and 50 also tells us that God is
the Redeemer of Israel.
Hosea dealing with the iniquity of Ephraim records,
‘I will ransom them from the power of the grave; | will redeem
them from death: O death, | will be thy plagues; O grave, | will be

thy destruction: repentance shall be hid from mine eyes’.
Hosea ch.13 v.14

Micah gives the same assurance, while Zechariah again referring to
Ephraim records,

‘I will hiss for them, and gather them; for | have redeemed them: ...".
Zechariah ch.10 v.8

If one turns to the New Testament it can be seen that this great
Saviour and Redeemer is the Lord Jesus Christ, just as Zecharias
said.

‘Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited and
redeemed his people, And hath raised up an horn of salvation for
us in the house of his servant David;’

Luke ch.1 vv 68-69

At the same time the Lord Jesus opened the door of the Kingdom to
all believers. Thus the call went out to all the world.
‘... Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved,
and thy house.’
Acts ch.16 v.31

He promised that believers of all nations would have a ‘new birth’ into
a new life and would not come into condemnation but have passed
from death into life. These form the Church of Jesus Christ and are
included in the Kingdom.

They have been saved from sin and remain in perfect safety, but
they, like the nation, continue in sin and no person who has been
‘born again’ can say ‘since that date | have never sinned’.

‘Now if | do that | would not, it is no more | that do it, but sin that
dwelleth in me. | find then a law, that, when | would do good, evil
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is present with me. For | delight in the law of God after the inward
man: But | see another law in my members, warring against the
law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin
which is in my members. O wretched man that | am! who shall
deliver me from the body of this death? | thank God through
Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind | myself serve the
law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.’

Romans ch. 7 vv 20-25

Thus the Church, and like Saint Paul, the Nation, is saved but not yet
redeemed although the price was paid when the Salvation of God was
wrought on the Cross.

The first chapter of the Ephesians says this.

‘In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the
gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye
were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, Which is the earnest
of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased posses-
sion, unto the praise of his glory.’ oh 1w 13-14

The price of redemption was paid nearly two thousand years ago but
the Lord has not yet taken possession of the thing purchased.
‘For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the
manifestation of the sons of God. ... For we know that the whole
creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. And
not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the
Spirit, even we ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the

redemption of our body.’ Romans ch.8 w 19 & 22-23

In the next chapter one reads that Saint Paul is in sorrow of heart
for his kinsmen and says,

‘For | could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my

brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh: Who are Israelites;

to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the

covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and

the promises;’. Romans ch.9 v 3-4
The redemption is therefore national for the nation and personal for
the Church.

In 1 Corinthians chapter fifteen this can be read.

‘In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible,
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and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on
incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.’ W 52-53

1 Thessalonians chapter 4 tells us that this takes place at the time of
the Lord’s return when the dead and the living in Christ will be caught
up to meet the Lord in the air. At this point the Lord takes possession
of the Church and the Church now, redeemed in the body, can never
sin again and so become subject to death.
‘For | know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at
the latter day upon the earth: And though after my skin worms
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall | see God: Whom | shall
see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another;
though my reins be consumed within me. Job chA9 v 25-27

The nation comes into the redemption of the body politic just
before this. In Ezekiel chapter 37 there is the parable of the dry bones
which states that,

‘... Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel: ...".
Ezekiel ch 37 v.11

So Israel dies to the world and is given new life by the Lord, and this
is redemption.

In the parable of the prodigal son, the younger can only be Israel,
while the elder son is Judah. When the father meets him he says,

For this my son was dead, and is alive again; ...". Luke ch.15 v.24

In Revelation chapter 11 the two witnesses are two olive trees and
olive trees are the symbol of the spiritual life of Israel, they die in the
streets of Babylon, but the Lord gives them new life. In each case we
have the redemption of the body politic of Israel.

The Lord will come to take over the throne of His father David and
reign over the house of Jacob as promised, and the Church will be the
spiritual life of the Kingdom, so the Lord takes possession of the
Kingdom and the redemption is complete.

Both the nation and the Church then come into the fulness of the
New Covenant which is given in Jeremiah chapter 31, and which is
also reiterated in Hebrews chapter 8 verses 8 to 12.

‘... Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that | will make a
new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of
Judah: ... But this shall be the covenant that | will make with the
house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, | will put my
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law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be
their God, and they shall be my people. And they shall teach no
more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother,
saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the
least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for | will

forgive their iniquity, and | will remember their sin no more.’
Jeremiah ch.31 vv 31 & 33-34

And Hosea gives more clues about this.

‘And | will betroth thee unto me for ever; yea, | will betroth thee
unto me in righteousness, and in judgment, and in loving
kindness, and in mercies. | will even betroth thee unto me in
faithfulness: and thou shalt know the LORD. And it shall come to
pass in that day, | will hear, saith the LORD, | will hear the
heavens, and they shall hear the earth; And the earth shall hear
the corn, and the wine, and the oil; and they shall hear Jezreel.
And | will sow her unto me in the earth; and | will have mercy
upon her that had not obtained mercy; and | will say to them
which were not my people, Thou art my people; and they shall
say, Thou art my God.’

Hosea ch.2 v 19-23
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