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‘And the LORD hath avouched thee 
this day to be his peculiar people,  

as he hath promised thee,
 and that  thou shouldest 

keep all his commandments;’

 Deuteronomy ch.26 v.18      



Gematria   by the late Arthur Eedle
‘Simon Peter went up, and drew the net to land
full of great fishes, an hundred and fifty and
three: and for all there were so many, yet was
not the net broken.’                        John ch.21 v.11

John often throws out little tidbits of
information that can easily be passed over
without further consideration. Here is a case in
point. Someone must have counted those fish. I

suspect it was the Lord’s suggestion. They were ‘great fish’,  and ‘none
were lost’. Is there something we can glean from the number 153?

Hebrew, Greek, and Latin have letters for numbers. We don’t do
that anymore, now we have Arabic numerals. For example, we could
go back and use English in that manner, so that A = 1, B = 2, etc. Like
other youngsters, I remember doing this with a friend when we were
in Junior School. It was our secret code, and we had great fun. But
the ancients did it when there was no other way to write numbers. The
study of it is called ‘Gematria’. That’s a Hebrew word, and it passed
over into Greek, and became what we now call Geometry.

The Hebrew for ‘sons of God’ is  B’NAI HA-ELOHIM. When all the
numbers are added up, using the letter/number table, we find it comes
to 153. Now I firmly believe John had knowledge of such things, and
used it when writing his Gospel. What can we learn?

Simply that Peter and the other disciples were appointed by the
Lord to become ‘fishers of men’. 

‘And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and I will make
you to become fishers of men.’                                    Mark ch.1 v.17

The Lord was showing Peter he would land ‘great fish’ (i.e.
important disciples), and that none of these would be lost. 

They would become ‘sons of God’ by faith in the Lord Jesus.
‘For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons
of God.’                                                              Romans ch.8 v.14

‘That the saying might be fulfilled, which he spake, Of them which
thou gavest me have I lost none.’              John ch.18 v.9

As with the Lord, so with Peter.
A simple little nugget of truth, but so delightful when exposed to view!
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