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‘All thy works shall praise thee, 
O LORD; 

and thy saints shall bless thee.’
 Psalm 145 v.10  



Food for thought & the Royal Assent
Readers often ask whether Her Majesty can still use the Royal

Prerogative to prevent Parliamentary legislation becoming law. In
fact the Royal Assent has not been refused since 1707 when Queen
Anne did this. On 4 February 2004 the House of Commons
Information Office was questioned as follows.

 ‘... What would happen if Her Majesty, the Queen Elizabeth II,
refused Her Royal Assent to a Bill, or to the EU Constitutional
Treaty?’

The reply was as follows.
‘... Quite simply, this situation is highly unlikely to happen. It
would not be prudent for the sovereign to challenge the wishes
of a majority in the House of Commons by withholding Royal
Assent. There is [are] constitutional limitations on the sovereign
in the sense of having no personal responsibility for the acts of
the executive and Parliament.
‘In answer to your question, I suspect should the sovereign
adopt this extreme course of action, it would be seen as a direct
challenge to the authority of the Prime Minister and the Govern-
ment and might result in their immediate resignation.’
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ROYAL PROCLAMATIONS
In recent years Britain’s decline has been writ large in statistics as
the following small selection shows.

‘British households have higher debts than any other country in the world’
Daily Telegraph 19/4/05.

‘Britain is the single parent capital of the world’ Daily Telegraph, 23/3/05.
‘Britain now has the highest rate of school truancy since records began’

21/9/05
‘Britain has the worst record in Europe (excluding Ireland) for pilfering’,

5/10/05.
‘Britain is now the card fraud capital of Europe’, Classic FM Radio,

21/11/06.
‘A recent survey found that Britain’s youngsters are the most destructive in

Europe’, Classic FM Radio, 21/11/06
‘Britain now has one of the highest rates in the world of children dropping

out of education’, 6/7/07.
‘London is the abortion capital of the world’, Evening Standard, 7/8/07

This is not the first time in the nation’s history that attitudes and
morals have been at such a low ebb. In response to such conditions
in the past some sovereigns commenced their reigns by making
declarations to encourage their subjects to live better and more godly
lives. Both King William (1830-37) and Queen Victoria (1837-1901)
made these sort of pronouncements. Our nation would do well to take

note of their contents at
this present time.
This copy of the
Proclamation made by
Queen Victoria may be
found in the Devon Records
Office and the one on the
following page by William IV
is held in the County Record
Office in Huntingdon.
Thanks are expressed to
both these institutions for
permission to reproduce
them here.
Pages 20-21 shows the
text in more readable form.
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By the KING.
A PROCLAMATION

For the Encouragement of Piety and Virtue,
and for the preventing and punishing of Vice, Profaneness, and Immorality.

WILLIAM R
WE most seriously and religiously considering that it is an indispensable Duty

on Us to be careful, above all other Things, to preserve and advance the Honour
and Service of Almighty God, and to discourage and suppress all Vice,
Profaneness, Debauchery, and Immorality, which are so highly displeasing to God,
so great a Reproach to our Religion and Government, and (by means of the frequent
ill Examples of the Practices thereof) have so fatal a Tendency to the Corruption of
many of Our loving Subjects, otherwise religiously and virtuously disposed, and
which (if not timely remedied) may justly draw down the Divine Vengeance on Us
and Our Kingdom : We also humbly acknowledging that We cannot expect the
Blessing and Goodness of Almighty God (by whom Kings reign, and on which We
entirely rely,) to make Our Reign happy and prosperous to Ourself and Our People,
without a Religious Observance of God's Holy Laws : To the Intent, therefore, that
Religion, Piety, and Good Manners may (according to Our most hearty Desire)
flourish and increase under Our Administration and Government, We have thought
fit, by the Advice of Our Privy Council, to issue this Our Royal Proclamation, and
do hereby declare Our Royal Purpose and Resolution to discountenance and punish
all Manner of Vice, Profaneness, and Immorality, in all Persons of whatsoever
Degree or Quality within this Our Realm, and particularly in such as are employed
near Our Royal Person ; and that, for the Encouragement of Religion and Morality,
We will, upon all Occasions, distinguish Persons of Piety and Virtue by Marks of
Our Royal Favour : And We do expect and require, That all Persons of Honour, or
in Place of Authority, will give good Example by their own Virtue and Piety, and to
their utmost contribute to the discountenancing Persons of dissolute and debauched
Lives, that they, being reduced by that Means to Shame and Contempt for their
loose and evil Actions and Behaviour, may be thereby also enforced the sooner to
reform their ill Habits and Practices, and that the visible Displeasure of good Men
towards them may (as far as it is possible) supply what the Laws (probably) cannot
altogether prevent : And We do hereby strictly enjoin and prohibit all Our loving
Subjects, of what Degree or Quality soever, from playing, on the Lord's Day, at
Dice, Cards, or any other Game whatsoever, either in Public or Private Houses, or
other Place or Places whatsoever : And We do hereby require and command them,
and every of them, decently and reverently to attend the Worship of God on every
Lord's Day, on Pain of Our highest Displeasure, and of being proceeded against
with the utmost Rigour that may be by Law. And, for the more effectual reforming
all such Persons, who, by reason of their dissolute Lives and Conversations, are a
Scandal to Our Kingdom, Our further Pleasure is, and We do hereby strictly charge
and command all Our Judges, Mayors, Sheriffs, Justices of the Peace, and all other
Our Officers and Ministers, both Ecclesiastical and Civil, and all other Our
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Subjects whom it may concern, to be very vigilant and strict in the Discovery and
the effectual Prosecution and Punishment of all Persons who shall be guilty of
excessive Drinking, Blasphemy, profane Swearing and Cursing, Lewdness,
Profanation of the Lord's Day, or other dissolute, immoral, or disorderly Practices ;
and that they take care also effectually to suppress all public Gaming Houses and
Places, and other lewd and disorderly Houses ; and to put in execution the Statute
made in the Twenty-ninth Year of the Reign of the late King Charles the Second,
intituled An Act for the better Observation of the Lord's Day, commonly called
Sunday ; and also so much of an Act of Parliament made in the Ninth Year of the
Reign of the late King William the Third, intituled An Act for the more effectual
suppressing of Blasphemy and Profaneness, as is now in force ; and all other Laws
now in force for the punishing and suppressing any of the Vices aforesaid ; and also
to suppress and prevent all Gaming whatsoever, in Public or Private Houses, on the
Lord's Day; and likewise that they take effectual Care to prevent all Persons
keeping Taverns, Chocolate Houses, Coffee Houses, or other Public Houses whatso-
ever, from selling Wine, Chocolate, Coffee, Ale, Beer, or other Liquors, or receiv-
ing or permitting Guests to be or remain in such their Houses, in the Time of
Divine Service on the Lord's Day, as they will answer it to Almighty God, and upon
Pain of Our highest Displeasure. And for the more effectual proceeding herein, We
do hereby direct and command all Our Judges of Assize and Justices of the Peace to
give strict Charges at their respective Assizes and Sessions, for the due Prosecution
and Punishment of all Persons that shall presume to offend in any of the Kinds
aforesaid ; and also of all Persons that, contrary to their Duty, shall be remiss or
negligent in putting the said Laws in execution ; and that they do, at their respec-
tive Assizes and Quarter Sessions of the Peace, cause this Our Royal Proclamation
to be publicly read in open Court immediately before the Charge is given. And We
do hereby further charge and command every Minister in his respective Parish
Church or Chapel to read or cause to be read this Our Proclamation at least Four
Times in every Year, immediately after Divine Service, and to incite and stir up
their respective Auditories to the Practice of Piety and Virtue, and the avoiding of
all Immorality and Profaneness. And, to the End that all Vice and Debauchery may
be prevented, and Religion and Virtue practised by all Officers, Private Soldiers,
Mariners, and others who are employed in Our Service, by Sea and Land, We do
hereby strictly charge and command all Our Commanders and Officers whatsoever,
that they do take care to avoid all Profaneness, Debauchery, and other Immoralities,
and that by their own good and virtuous Lives and Conversations they do set good
Examples to all such as are under their Care and Authority; and likewise take care
of and inspect the Behaviour of all such as are under them, and punish all those
who shall be guilty of any the Offences aforesaid, as they will be answerable for the
ill Consequences of their Neglect herein.

Given at Our Court at Saint James's, this Twenty-eighth Day of June One thousand
eight hundred and thirty, and in the First Year of Our Reign.

God save the King.
LONDON : Printed by GEORGE EYRE and ANDREW STRAHAN, Printers to the King's most Excellent Majesty. 1830.
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